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CLAIMS : 

1- A System for retrieving data from a source 
computer coui/led to a network, comprising: 

Speed path linking a requesting terminal 
with {the nJfetwork; 

beed path linking the requesting 
the network; and 
ftion means for selecting one of the low- 
speed /p^th and the high-speed path for transmission 
of d^ta from the source computer to the requesting 
terminal . 



2. The system of claim 1, wherein the low- 
speed path comprises a terrestrial link. 

3 . The sysj^em of claim 2 , wherein the 
terrestrial lia*rVc;omprises a serial port in the 
requesting/termiAial \n communication with a PPP 
provide V^conneq/ted /to \the network. 

The/^ystem of (^aim 3, wherein the serial 
Ltes with the provider via a modem. 



5. Th4 system of claim 1, wherein the low- 
speed path cbmprises a two-way link between the 
requesting Germinal and the network. 
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6. The system of claim 1, wherein thi 
requesting terminal requests data from th^ source 
computer via the low- speed path. 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the high- 
speed path comprises a satellite lirik. 

8. The system of claim 1,/ wherein the high- 
speed path comprises a one- way/link from the source 
computer to the requesting terminal . 



9 . The systepr of c/a; 
speed path compri/iSes a gjk\/ew\ 
network and dat^ retri^ 
is provided tq( the gajf^way vi^ 
transmitted tb the requesting 
satellite link^ 



, wherein the high- 
y connected to the 
om the source computer 
the network and 
terminal via a 



10, The system of claim 1, wherein the 
requesting terminal includes application software 
for generating yk data request packet for 
transmission &rom the requesting terminal to the 
source comput?er. 



/ 

11. The system of claim 10, whereirf the 
selection means comprises a driver for deceiving the 
data request packet from the application software 
and modifying the request packet to /specify one of 
the low- speed path and the high-spj^ed path for 
transmission of data from the soiirce computer. 



12. The system of claim yil, wherein the 
request packet is an IP parek;e(t including a 
destination address jsmd a SyoJrce address and the 



driver specifies 
source address 



le low-spe( 



o corresponc 



path by changing the 
t<b the low- speed path. 



13. The[ system 
request packe^t is 
destination adi 
driver specifies t^he 
the packet. 



/laim liy wherein the 
packet including a 
ind a source address and the 
high-speed path by tunneling 



14. The System of claim 11, wherein the 
selection meaiis further comprises a user interface 
in the requesSting terminal that allows a user to 
specify an application to use the low- speed path. 
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15. The system of claim 14, wkferein the driver 
modifies the request packet to spec/ify one of the 
low- speed path and the high-speed/path based on the 
user's specification. 
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16. A system for retrieving data from a source 
computer coupled to a networ?k, comprising: 

a requesting terminal/for requesting data to be 
retrieved from the soui 
requesting terminal 
a terrest] 



co; 



Lnc]/ades 



iputer, wherein the 
ce coupled to the 



network; 

a sate^'llite 
data transmitted vi 
satellite 
network, a 



capable of receiving 
satellite link, wherein the 
ink inc^u^es a gatdfvay coupled to the 



means 



fpy designating that the requested data 



be transmitted l^rom the source Computer to the 
requesting terjhinal through one of the terrestrial 
interface and/ the satellite interface. 



17. The system of claim 16, wherein the 
requesting/ terminal transmits a request packet to 
the sourc€§ computer through the terrestrial 
interface. 
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18. The system of claim 17, wl^rein the 
request packet includes a destinat/on address 
corresponding to the source compi/ter and a source 
address corresponding to the satellite interface. 

19. The system of claim 17, wherein the 
designating means compri^s /a^driver that modifies 
the request packet tg/spec^fy 'one of the terrestrial 
interface and the ^^tellit/e Ainterf ace . 



20. The 
specifies th 
source addr 
terrestria 



ystem of/c/aim\l9, wherein the driver 
terrestrfa/L intel^face by changing the 
ss of the /i/equest packet to the 



interface 



21. ^he syst^ of claim 19, wherein the driver 
specifies th^s^e^ilite interface by adding a new 
destination addreyfes corresponding to the gateway and 
a new source address corresponding to the 
terrestrial interface to the request packet . 



22 • The/ system of claim 17, wherein the 
designating means comprises the gateway which 
modifies the /destination address of the request 
packet to correspond to the terrestrial interface 
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23. The system of claim 17, Wherein the 
designating means automatically designates that the 
requested data be transmitted t/hrough the 
terrestrial interface when the request packet 
corresponds to a streaming supplication . 



24. The systeip^of g/lad 
designating means/autorri^tiy6all^ 
requested data Joe trai/snyttted 
terrestrial interfacife A&hen the 
malfunctions J 



.6, wherein the 
designates that the 
irough the 
;atellite link 



25. The system of claim 16, wherein the 
designating me^ns automatically designates that the 
requested data be transmitted through the 
terrestrial/interface when the satellite link is 
congested. 
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26. A method of retrieviiytj data from a source 
computer coupled to a network/ comprising the steps 
of: 

generating, at a reques^ting terminal, a request 
packet for transmission of ydata from the source 
computer; 

designating, at the Requesting terminal, a 
transmission path selected fi?|om one of a low- speed 
path and a high-speed/pa/th fdSA transmission of the 
requested data fron/ the/ souiyfce \ computer to the 
requesting termii 

he de^ignfifted da^a request to the 

e computer 



providing 
source compute^ 
generates a dfeta rep^l^ 

receivin 
computer via the 



wherein/ the sourJs 



and 



the yfa^fta reply from the source 
^signated transmission path. 



27. The meuhod of claim 26, wherein the step 
of designating ^ transmission path further comprises 
the step of modifying the request packet. 



28 • The method of claim 26, wherein the low- 
speed path comprises a terrestrial link and the 
high-speed path comprises a satellite link. 
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29. The method of dlaim 28, wherein the 
requesting terminal pro^^des the designated data 
request to the source Cybmputer via the terrestrial 
link. 

30. The method of claim 28, wherein the step 
of designating th^Ttrknsmission path further 
comprises theX^B^ of^^ Specifying an application to 

rial path or the satellite 




?thod ofi claim 28, wherein the 
^nk comprises : 

a^Tink between t^e requesting terminal and a 
PPP provider/ 

a li^nk between the PPP provider and the 



network; and 

a link between the network and the source 
computer. 
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32. The methoQ of claim 28, wherein the 
satellite link comprises: 

a link between the source computer and the 



network; 



and 



a link between the network and 



a gateway; 



ftelli) 



8 and the 



iquefetii 



ite connection between the gateway 
terminal . 



comnt 
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for retrieving data from a source 

a network, comprising: 
low- speed terrestrial path linking 
^1 with the network; 
7h-speed satellite path linking 
the requesting terminal with the network; and 

selection means for selecting one of the 
terrestrial path and the satellite path for 
transmis/sion of data from the source computer to the 
requestd/ng terminal. 



